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E-learning if H1N1 worsens
By Leow Si Wan

More Singaporeans,
including schoolchildren,
are expected to return
from overseas over the
coming days as the
mid-year holidays draw to
a close. -- ST PHOTO:
STEPHANIE YEOW

WITH just over a week before the June holidays end, schools are
making preparations for students to attend lessons from home if the
Influenza A (H1N1) outbreak worsens.

For now, the Ministry of Education says that there is no need to extend
the holidays or keep schools closed.

But teachers have begun gearing up for
the possibility that they might have to
conduct lessons and collect assignments
over the Internet. Ten primary and
secondary schools and junior colleges
told The Straits Times that they were
putting their e-learning systems in place.

More Singaporeans, including schoolchildren, are expected to return
from overseas over the coming days as the mid-year holidays draw to
a close.

On Wednesday, the Health Ministry said that Singapore could expect an
increase in the number of imported H1N1 cases as people return from
vacations in flu-affected countries.

On Wednesday, 17 new H1N1 patients were diagnosed here, all with
travel histories to affected areas. Another 11 were diagnosed
yesterday.

The Education Ministry said that schools would be ready to carry out
home-based learning if they had to.

Schools have a variety of ways for children to learn via the Internet,
such as online weekly lesson plans, e-portals to track learning and
allow students to submit assignments, as well as other learning
materials.

Another JC vice-principal said the college had enough resources for one
or two weeks of home-based learning, while a secondary school
principal said teachers were preparing for 'every possible scenario' to
conduct e-learning for as long as needed.

An Education Ministry spokesman said the ministry was monitoring the
H1N1 situation in schools and the general community carefully. Most of
the 15 parents interviewed by The Straits Times did not think it
necessary to keep schools closed.

Read the full story in Friday's edition of The Straits Times.

Additional reporting by Cheryl Ong

11 new cases; one may be the first to have caught it here
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Woman robbed at Owen Road 12:59 PM

Couple hurt in car crash 12:58 PM

Instigator jailed 8 months 12:22 PM

Widjaja: Troubled or 'normal'? 6:00 AM

NDP: Up close and personal 6:00 AM

Surfing is easier in heartlands 6:00 AM

Temasek outdid benchmarks 6:00 AM

1st probable local case 6:00 AM

Youth Games on guard 6:00 AM

Lim to oversee GIC units 6:00 AM
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1 Johor rejects 3rd bridge

2 PIE accident causes gridlock

3 'Inconsiderate, selfish'

4 Cambodian youth gets 3 mths

5 School sells fake degree

6 Possible 1st local case

7 Rihanna in sex tape scandal

8 Jet Li buys $20m bungalow

9 Dead baby found on landing

10 Charged for taking traffic rap

commented

1 Dr M plays same old caustic tune

2 Flu-hit man attended concert

3 Is Changi Village jolly or sleazy?

4 MM meets Penang leaders, past and present

5 Two jobs where English is required and which
should go to Singaporeans

6 Spore's population is 4.84m

7 Pregnant but SIA has no room for empathy

8 Singaporeans should be more gracious towards
all foreigners

9 School peddles fake RMIT degree

10 Why can't SMRT make train journeys pleasant on

emailed

1 Property market warning

2 School sells fake degree

3 Jet Li buys $20m bungalow

4 Mahathir scoffs at MM's visit
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