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Recent discussions on the education system here have revisited the question of whether
Singaporean students should do the O- or A-levels or the International Baccalaureate.

The Singapore-Cambridge General Certificates of Education (Ordinary and Advanced Levels) have
been conducted here under several variants of the University of Cambridge Local Examinations
Syndicate since the colonial years.

There is no doubt that the O- and A-levels have served their purposes and usefulness well for
Singapore's nation-building and economic development.

In retrospect, our national education system has come a long way. In 1947, the colonial government
drew up a 10-year plan for basic education in Singapore, with free primary education available to
all.

In 1957, our nation's first Education Ordinance was passed, establishing the basis for equality in
education, with attention and equal treatment being given to all races in Singapore.

However, when Singapore achieved self-government in 1959, the challenging task of merging and
converting the various vernacular schools into so-called integrated government schools was far from
being achieved.

Looking at the present, this task has been achieved with flying colours.

Singapore produces mathematics and science Olympians as well as gold medallists from all levels
of our educational system.

We award our own Primary School Leaving Examination certificates, Institute of Technical
Education certificates as well as polytechnic diplomas, and our local universities award world-
recognised undergraduate and postgraduate degrees.

So why do we not have our own secondary/high school and junior college/senior high school
certificates?

This is not meant to disrespect the good, old O- and A-levels or the stakeholders associated with
them. It is about Singapore as a nation. We have come of age, and these two certificates are
legacies inherited from our colonial past.

Perhaps the time is ripe for a new Singaporean brand of education certificates: The Singapore
High School (or Secondary School) Certificate and the Singapore Senior High School (or Junior
College) Diploma? Let Singaporeans decide.

Harold Teng is associate director (operations and events), corporate services at the Lee Kuan Yew
School of Public Policy, National University of Singapore.

The views expressed are his own.
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