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A NEW code of conduct for teach-
ers will spell out more clearly
guidelines on dealing with stu-
dents and take in possibly tricky
scenarios that developments like
social media pose.

The code is expected to be re-
leased by the end of the month.
Meanwhile, schools have been
briefing teachers on it, through
sessions where scenarios and their
solutions are discussed.

The Straits Times understands
teachers will be reminded that in-
appropriate relationships with stu-
dents are not allowed.

Some teachers said they were
told that getting involved with stu-
dents is prohibited – even if they

are no longer teaching at the same
school.

Under the new guidelines,
teachers are also likely to be ad-
vised against adding students as
Facebook friends. Instead, they
may be encouraged to set up a sep-
arate group page to interact with
students.

The move follows calls for
stricter guidelines in the wake of a
string of scandals involving teach-
ers, including that of a female
teacher who had sex with a teen-
age boy from her school.

The Ministry of Education first
announced in November last year
that it had completed work on a
Code of Professional Conduct for
Educators to help teachers uphold
high standards amid an environ-

ment that is becoming “increasing-
ly complex”.

Ahead of its official roll-out,
some schools have conducted
briefings for teachers in the past
week. Others are expected to do
so soon.

The new code incorporates two
documents currently used by
teachers – the Civil Service In-
struction Manuals and the Minis-
try of Education internal conduct
guidelines.

But it is likely to include more
advice on what teachers should do
in tricky situations. For instance,
teachers may be told that tattoos,
while not forbidden, should be
concealed at all times in school.

Teachers said the discussion
went beyond just notifying them
of the guidelines. They were also
asked for their views and respons-
es to situations which may be less
clear-cut, via case studies raised
by principals for discussion.

Said one secondary school prin-
cipal: “For instance, teachers
know they should not be in any
inappropriate relationship with
students, and it is stated in cur-
rent guidelines, but some things
are not as clear-cut.”

The principal cited a scenario
which describes a teacher who
forms a close but professional rela-
tionship with a student. The teach-
er then leaves for another school,
and the relationship continues
and becomes romantic.

“Teachers will be asked to dis-
cuss if this is appropriate, but the
bottom line is no. By discussing,
you cover all bases which may not
be able to be spelt out in a docu-
ment,” he said.

Another scenario discussed
was on befriending students on so-
cial media. “In the primary
schools it is clear-cut, pupils are
not supposed to be on social me-
dia websites, since they are not of
age. But in the secondary school,
it can be a useful teaching tool,”
said the principal.

Another principal said that by
getting teachers to think about
the various facets of an issue,
“there is meaning to the guide-
lines” when they see the code.

A primary school teacher said
the discussion serves as a good re-
minder because teachers may not
be always conscious about their ac-
tions. Asked if he felt that the
guidelines were too restrictive, he
said: “When we signed up to be
teachers, we knew that more is ex-
pected of us as we are supposed to
be role models.”

But a secondary school teacher
felt that the briefings were “unnec-
essary and childish”. “We should
be able to judge a situation for our-
selves, are these things that need
to be spelt out?”

Operations manager Rex See,
who has two children in Prima-
ry 6 and Secondary 3, said he is
glad more is being done to address
the issue of personal conduct
among teachers.

Said Mr See, 47: “Children pick
up everything from their parents
and teachers, so it is important
that they are also good role mod-
els.”
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NEW YORK – More than 50 peo-
ple were injured, two critically,
when a rush-hour ferry packed
with commuters smashed into a
pier in New York City, firefighters
said.

The accident took place at
8.45am yesterday on Pier 11 at the
East River in lower Manhattan,
not far from Wall Street, the New
York Fire Department (NYFD)
said. The ferry, Seastreak Wall
Street, was arriving from New
Jersey.

“We are assessing more than
50 patients on the scene,” said an
NYFD spokesman.

Witnesses said the ferry was
going too quickly when it ap-
proached the pier, resulting in the
hard docking.

About 340 passengers and
crew members were on board the
vessel at the time of the accident.

Police and firefighters were on
the scene and evacuating the in-

jured on stretchers, television im-
ages showed. Other passengers
were covered in blankets and
awaiting assistance on the pier.

Passenger Ellen Foran said:
“We were pulling into the dock
when the boat hit it. We just tum-
bled on top of each other. I got
thrown onto everybody else. Peo-
ple were hysterical.”

A corner of the ferry was
ripped open like a tin can. Televi-
sion images showed a large gash
in the hull of the vessel.

The vessel was launched in
October 2003 and carries 400
passengers daily between New
Jersey’s Atlantic Highlands and
New York.

Ferries are a common way to
commute to work on the island of
Manhattan. Dozens of them bring
commuters from New Jersey or
Brooklyn to Manhattan every day.
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Some scenarios

50 hurt as ferry hits
pier in New York

Injured passengers receiving help on a pier in New York City yesterday, after the ferry they were on hit the dock too
quickly during rush hour. About 340 passengers and crew members were on board at the time. PHOTO: ASSOCIATED PRESS

SINCE school started last
Wednesday, principals have
been briefing teachers on the
new code of conduct.

During the briefings,
teachers were asked for their
thoughts on tricky scenarios
they may encounter.

In most instances, no right
or wrong answers were
arrived at because answers
would differ based on factors
such as the students’ age.

These were some of the
scenarios thrown up:

L Say a teacher forms a close
but professional relationship
with a student in school. The
teacher then leaves the school

to join another school. Is it
okay for the relationship to
continue and become
romantic?

L If a group of students ask a
teacher to join them at a
coffee shop after school for a
chat, should the teacher
agree, or should he insist the
discussion be held in school?

L What should a teacher do if
a student complains to him
about another teacher having
a tattoo?

L Should a teacher “friend”
his students on social media
platforms?

Briefings held on upcoming code that
may also cover social media habits

Clearer conduct guidelines for teachers
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